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Kia Ora to you all, as life begins to move towards a 'new normal' for each of us. Even though this 
momentum is going forward, we are each travelling at our own pace. Some of you are preparing to, or 
have already welcomed your Messy Church families together face to face, while some of us are 'not there 
yet'. Wherever you are on this continuum, we are here to encourage and support you. 
We all face different things as we navigate our way around this global pandemic. It has been exciting to 
see how some of you have taken technology and remained connected with families through zoom or 
Facebook, and others of you have been supporting families with Messy Church take home packs/boxes 
and other creative ideas. A special note of thanks to those who joined Lucy Moore on the Journey around 
the World Adventure on Youtube  last month. There is a link on our Messy Church NZ facebook page if 
you want to check the 5 minutes of summary. You might even recognise a face or two! There are further 
clips on youtube with stories and ideas. (Messy Church Around the World Adventure ) 

 

From rafts to boats to waka, some of our NZ Messy Churches sent messages of love and hope around the 
world as part of the Around the World Adventure!  

On the other hand there are many of us who still feel somewhat overwhelmed by the events of recent 
months, and are either in hibernation or just not ready yet, and some of you may be limited by your parent 
church situation. 
 The reality is that in many cases it is unlikely that we will return to a previous normal, so it is perfectly 
ok to feel anxious. 
We want to encourage you all to be gentle on yourselves and your teams, be aware it's ok to give others 



time and space as you all find your way back together.  There may well be some team members who are 
reluctant, or who wish not to return, just as there may be resistance from families to gather close in larger 
groups. Some may need that little extra reassurance that we are offering a safe and healthy environment. 
All this is perfectly normal. 

One of the treasures my family who lived through the Christchurch earthquakes, have taught me is the 
importance of establishing an awareness of our own resilience, and finding a 'lifegiving' way to face life 
as it is today. There are many diagrams and models that can be found on the internet on resilience in 
crises, ranging from asking ourselves, 'who do I choose to be during covid -19, what zone am I living in', 
from the fear zone to learning or growth zone, and strategies to navigate through. 

The question is, what is it that resilient people show? 

● Acceptance that tough stuff happens to us all 
● choose where to focus their attention 

1. What can I change? 
2. Accept the things that I can't 
3. Show gratitude for what is good 
4. (St Francis of Assisi would say Seek the Wisdom from God to know the difference) 

● Ask themselves “IS WHAT I AM THINKING OR DOING HELPING OR HARMING 
ME?” 

As part of our support we have included  postcards of support and encouragement. You can use these as 
an invite to Messy Church or simply as words of encouragement to send to your Messy Church 
community. 
 It’s ok not to start yet, keep it till you are ready. 
Wherever we find ourselves, there are several ways we can stay connected and up to date with God's plan 
for ‘Messy Church’. 
Check out these sights: 
www.intergenerate.com.au 
Messy Church Facebook pages (Messy Church NZ and Messy Church BRF) 
Ollie the Messy Church Kiwi Facebook page 
Faith4Families.org 
www.kidsfriendly.org.nz 
www.strandz.org.nz 
www.bcfm.org.nz 

Mataariki is being celebrated in our schools, communities and churches as we move  towards a greater 
awareness of traditional Maori celebrations. Some of you may be unfamiliar with what it is celebrating, 
and how it links to a Christian perspective. There are a number of ways from remembering our ancestors' 
stories and the family stories in the Old  Testament and the wisdom they bring us to celebrating harvest 
and giving thanks, celebrating the ending of seasons and new beginnings or exploring creation and stories 
of hope through the stars.  On our facebook page Angela has posted a stunning tissue paper star as part of 
their Messy Church Mataariki celebration, and the 'faith4families.org' website has some ideas to explore 
also. Not everything will speak to everyone on these sights, but there will be plenty of choice to see. 

http://www.intergenerate.com.au/
http://www.kidsfriendly.org.nz/
http://www.strandz.org.nz/
http://www.bcfm.org.nz/


As a way of rebuilding awareness of our return to our new normal we encourage you to contact us with 
your next Messy Church date so it can be put on our Facebook page and website so we can encourage 
others with your early steps and lifegiving stories. 

Messy Church Around the World 
New Zealand has an amazing opportunity to be a light and encouragement to other Messy Churches 
around the world.  Our Messy Church NZ Facebook page is watched by people in many different 
countries and they have been asking us questions about how it looks starting Messy Church again, what 
precautions are we taking, how are we looking after our teams, are we going to continue with online 
Messy Church, Messy Church in a Bag etc.    Perhaps we can all be a ‘bright shining star’ for Messy 
Church teams and families across the world who may not be able to gather again until 2021 or later.   
Can you share your stories and photos with us and the rest of the world?   
Have you made special Messy Church session plans that could be used at home or at Messy Church? 
Can you have a special prayer time for Messy Churches around the world?  Maybe have a special candle 
to light during celebration time too.   
You can post your stories and photos to Ollie the Messy Church Kiwi Facebook page and we will repost 
to our NZ Messy Church FB page.  You can also email members of the National Team. 

Also, if you or your teams are struggling to get started again or need some inspiration contact your 
Regional Messy Church Coordinator or one of the National Team.   

Email Contacts: 
richard@messychurch.nz 
jocelyn@messychurch.nz 
carrole@messychurch.nz 
angela@messychurch.nz  
heather@messychurch.nz                           
  
Your Regional Coordinators: 
Richard Stevens                richard@messychurch.nz  -  Nelson, Marlborough & Otago Southland 
Jocelyn Czerwonka           jocelyn@messychurch.nz  - Bay of Plenty, Eastlands, Hawkes Bay 
Diane Stevens                    diane@messychurch.nz    - Wellington, Hutt Valley, Wairarapa 
Claire Wyeth                      claire@messychurch.nz    - Auckland, Northland 
Angela Brown                    angela@messychurch.nz  -Canterbury, West Coast 
Mary Addison                    mary@messychurch.nz  - Waikato 
Carrole Lewis                     carrole@messychurch.nz  Kapiti, Manawatu, Taranaki 

Nga Mihi from The Messy Church New Zealand Team. 

Kia Kaha                               Be Strong            
Kia Mia                                 Be Steadfast 
Kia Manawanui                   Be Willing 

The Lord himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you.  
Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged. Deuteronomy 31:8
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