
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 2016 

Hello everyone, 

Welcome to the new format of Messy Matters, the Messy Church NZ newsletter. In this edition 

there is much to catch up on from the International Conference held in the UK, news from 

around NZ and a number of links and resources that you’ll hopefully find useful and 

interesting. 

Please email your stories, themes, questions, encouragements and challenges to share as we 

grow the network across the country. May you be inspired and encouraged. 

Our intention is to publish this newsletter once a quarter.  

With every blessing in your wonderful Messy ministry. 

Debbie – Messy Church NZ National Co-ordinator - dlsinz211@gmail.com 

  021 072 0958   messychurchnz    messychurch.nz 

 Christ-Centered  Inter-generational  Creativity  Celebration  Hospitality  

‘Messy Church is genius, wonderful  

and a gift of the Spirit’  

Justin Welby 

 

‘… the biggest single churchgoing growth 

phenomenon in the UK since the rise of Sunday 

schools and Methodism at the end of the eighteenth 

century’. 

Bob Jackson 

 

Messy Church has Five Core Values: 

 Christ-Centered  Inter-generational  Creativity                           

 Celebration  Hospitality       

You do not see Values once they are laid, but they support the 

practice and work on which they rest. 

Values must be talked about, discussed and applied in order 

for them to become the intentional culture  

of any organisation. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Messy Church is growing and flourishing across NZ. I believe we are at a point where it 

would be helpful to meet together and before God in prayer. 

I am inviting you to a Messy Church Retreat planned for next February 2017 and have 

attached a poster for you to circulate. 

The retreat is suitable for those currently running Messy Church as well as those exploring 

and just starting out. This won’t be a silent retreat, but an opportunity to encourage and 

support, hear each other’s stories and strengthen the Messy Church network. We will gather 

to worship and pray, listen to God and enjoy each other’s company. 

The theme will be ‘Our Quest’, a creative exploration of C. S. Lewis’ story of ‘The 

Voyage of the Dawn Treader’. The ‘Dawn Treader’ is an allegory of the Church. We are 

the crew. Our Captain is Christ and on board with us are children; Edmund, Lucy and 

Eustace. Together we face challenges and joys in experiencing transformation and the 

ongoing invitation to quest for the lost and bring them on board. 

The retreat will provide an opportunity to respond afresh to mission and the ministry God 

has called us to. 

It will be led by Fran Francis – Co-ordinator of Spiritual Growth Ministries’ (SGM) Spiritual 

Directors’ Formation Programme (SDFP). Fran is a wonderful, gifted and very creative 

leader. I have invited Fran because much of her approach resonates with the creativity of 

Messy Church. Along with her husband she is a senior pastor of Shore Vineyard Church, 

Auckland. 

Accommodation is limited, so pop the date in your diary and email me to register. A deposit 

of $50 will secure your place, $15 for day guests. 

We are applying for additional funding for young leaders (under 25 years). So consider who 

in your team you could invite to come on board! 

I hope you are able to come. It would be wonderful to see you and I look forward to 

welcoming you! 

- Debbie 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TEAM TRAINING AND SUPPORT 
Debbie is available to offer support and training for your team, whether 

you are just thinking about Messy Church or whether you have been 

on the journey for some time. Let us know of any events or training 

you are planning and we’ll advertise for you. 

Email Debbie: dlsinz211@gmail.com 

NZ MESSY CHURCH COMMUNITY 
We are building the Messy Church network across the country. Please 

email your stories, challenges, questions, pictures of your Messy 

Church (with permission). We can post your news on our Facebook 

page. 

Register your Messy Church, it’s free. This will help people to find you and ensure we stay 

connected so that we can circulate new Messy Churches, what’s happening and can support and 

encourage each other. 

www.messychurch.nz  www.messychurch.org.uk   messychurchnz 

RESOURCING DAYS 
We have recently held two Resourcing Days in Wellington and Nelson. 

This is a day to explore the 5 core values of Messy Church in depth. 

Great teaching and highly interactive. Suitable for those thinking about 

Messy Church as well as those who are underway. Bring your team! 

Upcoming resourcing Days:  

Hawkes Bay (Saturday 6th May 2017) – venue tbc. 

Dunedin (2017) – date and venue tbc. 

MESSY THOUGHTS: our primary place of belonging 
Eight Messy Church leaders in Wellington are exploring leadership 

and discipleship in Messy Church. This is having a significant 

impact. Our starting point, the question, ‘Where is our primary 

place of belonging?’ We have been digging deeper, exposing the 

structure, the roots of our vision, mission and goals. What does it 

mean for Messy Church to be church? What culture change needs to 

happen? What are the implications? 

Messy Church NZ is 6 years old. For the last 2 years we have been in a season of pruning, 

digging around the roots, examining the foundations. New seeds have been sown and Messy 

Church NZ is growing and flourishing. Often Messy Church teams are busy serving Messy Church 

and inherited, Sunday, church. If Messy Church is church in its own right teams need to be 

released and Messy Church be their ‘primary place of belonging’. Our call is to remain in 

relationship with inherited church and be released to invest time and energy beyond the Messy 

event. Some Messy Churches are spending a day together, an overnight, a weekend camp, 

relationships are deepening, there is engagement with the community. Get in touch if you would 

like to know more about what is happening and how we can support you.  

Debbie dlsinz211@gmail.com 

mailto:dlsinz211@gmail.com
http://www.messychurch.nz/
http://www.messychurch.nz/
http://www.messychurch.org.uk/
http://www.messychurch.org.uk/
mailto:dlsinz211@gmail.co


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE UK 
with KEYNOTE SPEAKER GEORGE LINGS 

Carrole Lewis and I (Debbie) had an amazing time at the International 

Messy Church conference!  

The keynote speaker was George Lings, Church Army UK, who studies 

fresh expressions of church.  

He talked about the progress of Messy Church under the headings, 

 Messy Church has a clear DNA;  

 Being church is more than worship;  

 Messy Church is making an impact.  

George shared his research from across 300+ UK Messy Churches. Well worth sitting down with a 

cuppa and listening: http://messychurch.org.uk/event/messy-church-international-conference  

SUNZ RESEARCH 
Scripture Union conducted research into Children’s Ministry in New 

Zealand in 2014, and published a booklet with the results.  

Some of their findings included: 

67% of churches run a preschool community ministry. 

34% of churches have no children joining the church as a result of 

their community programmes.  

‘I feel excited about the number of children we are reaching in the community, but feel challenged 

about how to build stronger connections with the church’. Does Messy Church meet that need and 

fill the gap? 

You can read the booklet online here: 

https://issuu.com/scriptureunionnewzealand/docs/chifam_book_final  

BEST PLANNING MEETING EVER! 
At a Messy Church planning meeting in Wellington one leader shared this story: 

This evening was the best planning meeting ever, a mix of where God is leading, 

Jesus walking beside and how we can use shaving foam to make a real 'messy' 

table :-) 

I 'let go and let God'. The plan was only ¾ complete at the beginning of the 

meeting. The team talked of how Jesus was walking beside them - leading 

them into places they never thought they'd ever be - they had ideas of Messy 

Church activities and shared of how God was working in their lives. The Holy 

Spirit was very present in our planning and shone through people. It was 

a beautiful experience. It was a truly blessed and wonderful evening. 

RECIPES FOR LARGE GROUPS 

I often get asked about recipes that are good for catering for large numbers. We would like 

to put together a book of tried-and-tested NZ recipes that are easy to make and cater for 

larger groups of people. 

We need your ideas!  

If you have a recipe to contribute, please email Debbie (dlsinz211@gmail.com) 

http://messychurch.org.uk/event/messy-church-international-conference
http://www.sunz.org.nz/
https://issuu.com/scriptureunionnewzealand/docs/chifam_book_final
mailto:dlsinz211@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RESOURCES 
 

SESSION MATERIAL: 

 

The Ten Lepers 

From the UK Get Messy magazine. This session helps people grow in Jesus 

by remembering the importance of being thankful and saying thank you. 

Luke 17:11-19. You can take out an on-line subscription for the magazine 

which gives you access to the session and free downloads including take 

home ideas, activities, song & meal suggestions: 

www.messychurch.org.uk/getmessysep16 

 

Salt & Light 

Another session from Get Messy. Matthew 5:13-16. This session encourages 

us that we can make a difference in our community by sharing the love of 

Jesus in all kinds of ways: www.messychurch.org.uk/getmessysep16 

 

Pinterest 

Take a look at Pinterest for a wealth of resources: crafts, games, activities, 

food, prayer, and more! Go to pinterest.com and search “Messy Church”, or 

visit the official page: www.pinterest.com/MessyChurchBRF 

 

New Zealand session material 

I regularly hear of wonderful and creative Messy Church sessions that teams 

are putting together. Our intention is to gather a collection of our own 

material here in NZ and make this available. So if you have run a great 

session we want to hear from you so that we can share resources. There is 

an easy template for you to complete. Get in touch with Debbie 

(dlsinz211@gmail.com) if you are interested in documenting what you have 

been doing so that we can all benefit from your wonderful creative ideas.  

 

BARNABAS IN CHURCHES: 

A great website from BRF that aims to resource work among children and 

families. They are passionate about bringing the Bible to life for children and 

families, so on their site you will find ideas for Sunday and mid-week 

groups, material for all-age worship, resources for training and more! Go to: 

www.barnabasinchurches.org.uk 

 

 

HALLOWEEN RESOURCES: 

 

Something to Smile About (All-Age worship resources) 

http://sa.uca.org.au/documents/childrenandfamily/resources/

all-age-worship/Something-to-Smile-About.pdf 

 

Trick or Treat? Side by Side with God in Everyday Life  

What does God say about this whole Halloween thing? 

www.barnabasinchurches.org.uk/pdfs/sidebysidewithgod_hallo

weenspecial.pdf 

 

Organising an Alternative-to-Halloween Event 

With NZ-based information and ideas. 

http://kidsfriendly.org.nz/wp-content/Uploads/Organising-Halloween-Alternative-Event.pdf 

 

Live and Give, not trick or treat 

Join with children/family/church groups to go ‘trick or treating’ on Halloween to collect items for 

charity. More detail here: http://morepraxis.org.au/liveandgive/ 

 

BRF Halloween ideas 

For Messy Church sessions, all-age worship, and more! 
www.barnabasinchurches.org.uk/find/all/ideas/1/halloween/  

 

 

http://www.messychurch.org.uk/getmessysep16
http://www.messychurch.org.uk/getmessysep16
http://www.pinterest.com/MessyChurchBRF
mailto:dlsinz211@gmail.com
http://www.barnabasinchurches.org.uk/
http://sa.uca.org.au/documents/childrenandfamily/resources/all-age-worship/Something-to-Smile-About.pdf
http://sa.uca.org.au/documents/childrenandfamily/resources/all-age-worship/Something-to-Smile-About.pdf
http://www.barnabasinchurches.org.uk/pdfs/sidebysidewithgod_halloweenspecial.pdf
http://www.barnabasinchurches.org.uk/pdfs/sidebysidewithgod_halloweenspecial.pdf
http://kidsfriendly.org.nz/wp-content/Uploads/Organising-Halloween-Alternative-Event.pdf
http://morepraxis.org.au/liveandgive/
http://www.barnabasinchurches.org.uk/find/all/ideas/1/halloween/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOOKS AND LIBRARY 
 

MESSY HOSPITALITY – LUCY MOORE 

A practical demonstration of the Christian Principle of Hospitality and how it can 

be expressed at the welcome table, the activity table, the lord’s table, the meal 

table and in the homes. 

Also includes how to train Messy Church teams in hospitality with questions to 

apply in your context, and five complete session outlines for Messy Churches. 

 

 

MESSY TOGETHERNESS – MARTYN PAYNE 

This is very much a ‘how to’ book. Martyn Payne’s discusses Messy Church as an 

intergenerational expression of church and the benefits of this to the church 

community. His book is full of practical advice and sharing stories and ideas from 

across the Messy Church network. 

Also included are three complete session outlies for Messy Church sessions based 

on stories form the Old Testament, the Gospels and the Epistles. 

 

 

MESSY PRAYER – JANE LEADBETTER 

Jane’s recent book is full of ideas and inspiration on creative ideas for prayer. 

Chapters include: Prayer Ideas for the Celebration and for Use at Home, Creating 

a Prayer Space, a Messy Church Session on Prayer, Praying with your Team, a 

Quiet Day, the Spirituality of Messy Church. 

 

 

NATIONAL MESSY CHURCH LIBRARY 

Messy Church now has a library with a good range of Messy Church books 

available for individuals and teams to borrow. Whether you are just 

starting out or have been running Messy Church for some time, there is 

something here for you.  

Note that there are multiple copies of many of the books – you may want 

to read one together with other leaders in your team 

Titles available will be going up on the Messy Church website in the next 

week – check it out at www.messychurch.nz. 

Interested in doing a book review?  

Contact Diane Stevens: messychurch@epunibaptist.org.nz  
 

WELLINGTON ANGLICAN DIOCESE CHILDREN & FAMILIES LIBRARY 

If you are in the Anglican Diocese of Wellington you can also borrow Messy 

Church resources from the Young Persons’ Office library. For a list of 

resources available, contact Natalie: natalie@wn.ang.org.nz 

 

FOR PRAYER 
New Messy Churches are starting up! Please keep these newly formed Messy Churches in your 

prayers:   PoriruaFoxtonKhandallah, WellingtonHastingsKaikoheDevonport 

Manugaraki/Normandale, Lower HuttAshburtonKapitiHavelock NorthOtumoetaiNapier 

Halfway Bush, DunedinAlexandraRotoruaMotuekaCaversham, Dunedin 

We really want to support and encourage you in this wonderful ministry. Get in touch if you have 

started a Messy Church or if you hear about someone who has started one. This will help us to 

keep our database up to date.  

As we grow the network we want to put you in touch with someone nearby for support. At this 

point we have over 65 registered Messy Churches in NZ, with over 250 contacts! 

Please register both here in NZ & in the UK. There is no cost. We can then keep you informed and 

people visiting your area can find you. 

http://www.messychurch.nz/
mailto:messychurch@epunibaptist.org.nz
mailto:natalie@wn.ang.org.nz


The Lord's Prayer (a Godly Play-inspired resource) 
 
On your marks: 
Many children’s leaders have found the style of storytelling that has been developed within Godly Play to be a very 
helpful and effective way of opening up the Bible with children. Tell the story slowly, focusing on the objects and on 
the story itself, not on the children who are listening. When you have finished telling the story, leave a short space and 
then use the wondering questions. 
 

Get set: 
The Lord’s Prayer in Matthew 6:9-15 is intended to be a pattern for how we come close to God. The following version, 
using symbols for each section. It can be very helpful in allowing the children time and space to think through what 
each phrase means and how it can shape and guide all our praying.  
You will need the following items: 

 squares of felt in green, black, red, yellow, purple, grey, blue, orange and white. (you can buy these in packs 
from Spotlight).   

 long narrow roll to roll out like a scroll. Linen works well. It needs to be wide enough for the felt squares to sit 
inside it. You roll out the scroll as the story unfolds. 

 a model hen and chicks (or sheep and a shepherd) 

 a nightlight and matches 

 four red hearts (cut out in red card); 

 a bread roll 

 a gold heart or small wooden cross 

 a stone 

 a rainbow (ribbons work well) 

 red feathers (or confetti coloured foil) 

 bubble mixture and blower 

 
Go! 
1  
There was once someone who told the most amazing stories. People followed Him everywhere. One day someone 
asked Him, ‘who are you?’ and He said, ‘My name is Jesus’. His friends saw that He was always praying. He prayed 
early in the morning… He prayed late into the night… He prayed for this friends… He prayed for those who didn’t like 
Him very much … He prayed for children … He prayed for those who were sick. One day, when Jesus was praying, 
his friends said, ‘Jesus, teach us to pray.’ This is the prayer that He taught… 
Lay out the green felt. Remember you will need enough space for seven more pieces also placed in a line so that 
the story unrolls like a scroll 
 
2  
Our Father who art in heaven: 
Your heavenly Father loves you more than you could ever imagine. He is the best Father. 
He cares for you so much that he wants you to call him ‘Abba, ‘Daddy’. He loves you even more than a mother hen 
loves her chicks. 
Put the hen and chicks on the green felt 
 
3  
Hallowed Be Your Name 
Lay out the black felt and light a nightlight on it – light it 
Your heavenly father is holy. That means He is all that is good… all that is light … hallowed – holy – be your name… 
 
4  
Your Kingdom come your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Lay out the red felt 
Your heavenly Father has spread His love to every corner of the world 
… north… south … east… west… 
place the four hearts on the red felt N S E W 
there is no part of the world that He doesn’t care for… there is no part of the world that he doesn’t want us to care for 
and He wants us to spread His love to those we meet, at school. 
 
5  
Give us this day our daily bread 
Lay out the yellow felt and place the bread on it 
Your heavenly father provides us with what we need.  
Our daily bread is not just the toast we have for breakfast … or the honey sandwich we have for tea. it’s everything we 
need … friends … family… homes … clothes to keep us warm … food and love to nourish us. 
 



6  
And forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us 
Lay out the purple felt and place the gold heart or cross on it 
Your heavenly father knows that we don’t always get things right. We do and say wrong things. 
When we ask Him, He forgives us. Because we are forgiven he helps us to forgive others when we get hurt. 
 
7  
Save us from the time pf trail and deliver us from evil 
Lay out the grey felt and the stone 
God knows that there are things that make us stumble and fall… there are grey areas when we are not sure whether 
we are doing right or wrong. Our heavenly Father keeps us on the right track as we look to Him for His help. 
Lay out the rainbow over the stone 
God has given us the sign of the rainbow to remind us that He will never, ever turn his back on us … He will never, 
ever let us go… 
 
8  
For thine is the Kingdom 
 
Lay out the blue felt 
We praise God for His love which lasts forever. 
 
the power … 
Lay out the orange felt 
and the glory  
Lay out the red feathers (or sprinkle the confetti) 
… from the beginning of time… with us today …  
for ever and ever… Amen 
 
9 
Lay out the white felt blow bubbles 

 I wonder what you like best about this prayer? 

 I wonder what you think is the most important part of this prayer? 

 I wonder where you are in this prayer or which part of the prayer is about you? 

 I wonder if there is anything in this prayer we could leave out and still have all the prayer we need? 
 

 

 
Adapted from Lucy Moore (Messy Church UK) and her book  The Lord’s Prayer Unplugged. 

http://www.barnabasinchurches.org.uk/9780857462299/

