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Welcome to our new series of Messy Church newsletters.  

We plan to publish a newsletter four times a year and keep you more 
up to date with Messy Church happenings around the country. Part of 
which will be publishing stories about your Messy Church that you 
would like to share with others by way of encouragement. We will also 
let you know of training gatherings that are planned both nationally 
and internationally. Details of what is already on the calendar for 2019 
and 2020 is included elsewhere in this newsletter. [International Messy 
Church Conference 2019; North Island Messy Church gathering in Ro-
torua 2020 and South Island Messy Church gathering in Christchurch 
2020.] 

At the present time, the Messy Church NZ Oversight Team is looking 
to appoint Regional Coordinators in each of our regions so that strong-
er support can be given to each of the Messy Churches that we know 
are operating. We have six Regional Coordinators at this time though 
are hopeful of having one or two more before our next newsletter 
comes out. If you know of other Messy Churches operating in your re-
gion, please let us know so that we can encourage and support them 
as well. 

I am looking forward to visiting the Regions of  Nelson/Marlborough; 
Otago; Auckland North and North Auckland over the next few months 
so that we can build the network of Messy Churches stronger.  

We would welcome your feed back and contributions to any one of the 
Oversight Team at any time.  

Blessings, 

Richard – Team Leader Messy Church NZ Oversight Team.  

Our Regional Co-ordinators. Currently we have 6 across the country, 
but as more are appointed we will update you the changes. A short in-
troduction of our Regional co-ordinators is as follows:  

 



 

  Richard Stevens - North Auckland, Auckland North, 
Top of the South, West Coast, Otago, Southland  

"Richard has been involved with his local Messy Church 
for the past 8 years and been a member of the NZ 
Messy Church Advisory Board since it began. He ac-
cepted the role of Team Leader of Messy Church NZ 

Oversight Team when Debbie Smith resigned her role as the NZ Messy 
Church Advisor to return to the UK earlier this year. He is an encourag-
er and looks forward to seeing the work of Messy Church in New Zea-
land strengthen and grow in the years to come."  

 Jocelyn Czerwonka - Bay of Plenty, Hawkes Bay, 
Eastlands and Waikato.  I am  the Koru Ministry leader for 
ministry with children, youth and families in the Anglican 
diocese of Waiapu. Messy Church is a big part of my role. I 
am a member of the Messy Church NZ Oversight team and 
the MC Regional Co-ordinator in Waiapu and currently cov-
ering the Waikato, until another is appointed. I live with my 
husband in Rotorua. We have three married children and 3 
delightful granddaughters and another grandchild arriving 
soon. We also run Messy Church at St Luke ’s Rotorua 
where my husband Alex is vicar.  

  Carrole Lewis –Kapiti, Manawatu, Whanganui, Manaia  

Hi my name is Carrole Lewis and I   live on the Kapiti Coast 
just north of Wellington. I live with my husband Tony and are 
privilaged to have our 6 grandchildren living close by. I have 
been involved in Messy Church since 2011, both in leading a 
team at our church and latterly in assisting with training days 
and workshops nationally. I am a member of the Oversight 
Team and have agreed to be editor of the newsletters. I be-
lieve Messy Church is a rich 'taonga ’  from God, enabling 
many to encounter God in fresh and unfamiliar ways, across 
diverse cultures, generations and communities.    



Angela Brown- Christchurch, Can-
terbury Region 

I am the St Barnabas Children and Family worker, and have been passion-
ate about children and family ministries for 40 years. Our team started 
Messy Church 8 years ago and have just built up to 7 this year. We have a 
weekly Fridayzone after school club for children and families run in the 
Messy Church style. We have found Messy Church and Fridayzone are 
great ways to reach our community families and those who have had their 

babies baptized at the church, attend Mainly Music and Playgroup. I am blessed my husband 
Greg is in charge of hospitality in both these ministries and our three grandchildren have a crea-
tive way to learn about the love of God. 

 

Diane Stevens– Wellington, Hutt Valley,  

I’m Diane Stevens the new Regional Co-ordinator for Wellington 
NZ. I am married to Richard and we have three adult children and 
three grandchildren.  

I have enjoyed leading the Messy Church Team at Epuni Baptist 
Church for the last 8 years. I have a heart for the people in the 
community and for reaching them for Jesus. I believe that the first 
part of this is to build relationships. I do this through Messy 

Church, through coffee dates and also through the local school where I am the School 
Chaplain. It is a real privilege to walk alongside and serve people who do not yet know 
Jesus. I am excited about building up a network of Messy Church leaders in Wellington 
so we can support and encourage each other.  
  Blessing 
Diane                    
   Tarnya  Burge –South Auckland 

 
Hi I am Tarnya Burge and I am the new Regional co-ordinator for 
South Auckland. I was involved in starting a Messy Church in 
2011, a little while after my husband, the pastor of our small 
church in Takanini, South Auckland died. Jesus said, "Come to 
me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I 
will give you rest." I am now involved in a multicultural Messy 
Church as part of a church plant in Ormiston, East Auckland.  
I have eight children andI look forward to learning from each other 
in the wider Messy Church network. Let ’s support one another as 
we seek to develop Messy Church communities that are Christ -
centred, for all ages and are based on creativity, hospitality and 

celebration. 
 
To contact your Regional Co-ordinator email them using their 
first name@messychurch.nz 

 



 

 

 

 

 

A Thought from The Editor:  

Kia Ora, and welcome to the ‘spring’ edition of our Messy Church Newsletter.  

As I look around me today I see signs of spring appearing, signs of growth, the  
result of the unseen work, the hope, the waiting and preparations of winter that 
takes place underground, invisible to the winter we know of snow and rain, wind 
and grey skies, clouds, storm, darkness and ….. As with so much of what we 
do, its the invisible work in the background  the preparations the hope and the 
waiting that often receives little recognition, and yet without which, there may 
be no new season to celebrate.  

Our lives too have seasons and as the parable in Matthew's gospel says  the 
farmer scatters some seeds on stones, on dry soil, better soil and rich well pre-
pared soil. 

 As I reflect on this I am reminded that sometimes that farmer who has done all 
the ground preparation' may not be the one who sees the new growth, and yet 
their efforts are not lost or forgotten.  

With Debbie Smith having now returned to the UK, the farmer who has led the 
way and worked hard scattering the seeds will not be here to see the new sea-
son come to life. However without her commitment passion and love we would 
not be looking at the blessings and the new season of Messy Church New Zea-
land we know and love today. Farmer Debbie, your hard work, compassion and 
heart to see Messy Church flourish in this country is appreciated beyond words 
by so many of us. Thank you.  

Nga Mihinui, 

Carrole 

Dates/ events and Happening in New Zealand and UK 

International Messy Church Conference The dates are 3-5 May 2019  

@ High Leigh Conference Centre, UK. They are taking bookings now! 

 Check out the UK website; Info.messychurch.org.uk/MC19 

If you are thinking of going please contact Richard on  

richard@messychurch.nz 

 New Zealand  Messy Church Conferences. 

We are planning our own conferences for February 2020, in Rotorua and 

Christchurch. Details to follow in the following newsletters.  

 

 



Some Kiwi 

Messy Church Stories: 

I love Messy Church because it is a way of being and doing church that 
accepts our Messy lives and waits on the Holy Spirit to bring  
 transformation. Messy Church was the only form of church in which I 
felt at rest during the season following my husband ’s death. I didn't feel 

like half a couple. Messy Church is fun, my children love 
it, and I found a place to serve. The inter -generational 
community was a great support to myself and my eight 
children. I was especially appreciative of men in the 
church who came alongside my sons to support them.  
Messy Church provides a place to express a wider diver-
sity of emotions in our relationship with God and in fel-
lowship with one another.  
 
 

2018 has been a season of many challenges for our 
family waiting, preparing, and hoping, through a dark 
and difficult time as we are learning to care for and sup-
port my husband who is recovering from brain injury. A 
long haul and yet  one so full of learning, hope and new 
growth. 

One of my greatest learnings this week has been how 
important it is for me to step back at times and allow my 
children and grandchildren to be given opportunity to al-
so care for and build a personal relationship with their 
father and grandfather, and he with them. Much like 
when we are walking alongside others at Messy Church 

discovering who Jesus is and growing in their understanding of what 
faith is', there is always some point at which we as carers and support-
ers, must step aside and allow them the opportunities to experience a 
personal relationship with our heavenly father, through exploration, re-
lationship and baptism. This is the richness of the Messy Church expe-
rience. 

Send us your stories! 

We would love to hear your stories of how God and the Holy Spirit 
is impacting on yours and the lives of the people and families 
growing through Messy Church. 

 Email carrole@messychurch.nz 

 



 

Support from the UK 

BRF  (Bible Reading Fellowship UK) 

BRF supports Messy Church around the world. Check it 
out for ideas and resources and international contacts. 
You can order the Messy Matters Magazine from there 
or perhaps you could twin your Messy Church to another 
somewhere in the world.  

Jane Leadbetter and Lucy at BRF encourage you to add 
your Messy Church to the international directory. Check 

to see if you are already on there and if not:  

 Contact Jane at messychurch@brf.org.uk.  

 

A word from Lucy Moore– Founder of Messy Church. 

Why the name Messy Church? 

‘The name Messy Church comes about because we ’re trying to 
be church for families on the messy edges of church who 
aren’t already ‘tidily’ in a congregation already. It ’s also a 
church for people whose lives may be messy – perhaps in the 
past the Church has too often appeared to be saying that we 

only welcome people whose lives are well-ordered.  

Messy Church says on the tin, ‘Come and be messy with us, as our family 
lives are messy too, we don ’t have everything sorted out, we don ’t live per-
fect lives, we have questions and doubts and fears and we believe church is 
the best place to help us get our messy lives sorted. ’ And although we al-
ways leave the church clean and tidy, we do get very messy with paint, glue, 
clay, icing sugar... as we explore what faith is about. ’  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 Back home! 

 Did you know there are 56 registered Messy Churches in  

    New Zealand? Who is in, ‘The Hood’? 

Do you know of any Messy Churches in your area who are not yet 

registered. If so please encourage them to register by contacting 

Richard on richard@messychurch.nz 

 We want to celebrate our own diverse kiwi cultures through shar-

ing these newsletters. Do you have any great ideas that are suita-

ble for our New Zealand Christmas / Summer. These could be 

themes for your Messy Church Celebrations or perhaps you have 

had some community events /picnic idea outside of your Messy 

Church. If so we would love to share them in our next Newsletter. 

We would like to feature some ideas on ‘Messy Science’ plus 

some thoughts on including ‘Men and boys’ in one of our publi-

cations. If you have ideas or questions we may be able to  in-

clude your contributions . (Love to hear from some Men and Boys 
on this one!) 

 Feedback: How are you doing with the core values in your Messy 

Church? What have you learnt? What are you struggling with? 

Would you like to know more?  

 We are here to help answer any of your questions. No matter how 

big or how small. We have all been at the beginning of a Messy 

Church journey, and we are now also grappling with some of the 

longer sustainable questions around discipleship/ teams etc. We 

are here to help! 

 Send stories or questions to;  

carrole@messychurch.nz  

 Check out the New Zealand  Messy Church Facebook page and 
our website 

messychurch.nz 

 

 

 

 


