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Hi Wonderful Messy Folk, 
God bless you!  It was great to see so many of you at 
the recent Messy Church conferences with Lucy 
Moore.  Thanks for sharing your stories, ideas and   
enthusiasm!  We pray that you were as inspired by our 
time together as we were. 
 
As some of you are aware, my family and I are moving 
back to the USA at the end of this year to be closer to 
family and loved ones.  While Lucy was here in New 
Zealand, Lucy, Rev Debbie Smith and I spent time    
talking about ways forward for Messy Church NZ.  In 
consultation with Bible Reading Fellowship in the UK 
it’s exciting to be able to let you know that Debbie has 
been asked to take over the national Messy Church 
role.  This is wonderful news!  Debbie served in this 
role previously and has been involved with Messy 
Church for many years.  She and her team organized 
the 2010 National Conference which brought Messy 

information, stories and inspiration to New Zealand. 
She brings a wealth of enthusiasm, wisdom and        
experience to Messy NZ!  
 
Messy Church has come a long way since the National 
Conference in 2010.  We have over fifty Messy         
congregations and hundreds of Messy folk who are 
passionate and committed to journeying in this        
ministry.  We have a Messy network that reaches into 
all parts of NZ and a quarterly newsletter to help us 
keep up with all that’s happening.  Lucy has inspired us 
and cheered us on, but there’s still so much to do as 
Messy Church congregations and teams continue to be 
strengthened and grow.  I’m thrilled to be able to leave 
this ministry in Debbie’s capable hands.  Over the next 
few weeks, the NZ Messy Church work will be handed 
over to Debbie as she begins this vital role.   

With love and smiles  Julie x 

FarewellFarewell  

From 31 July, we were blessed to have Lucy here in 
Aotearoa for 3 weeks.  Lucy brought her own special 
style to us - sharing, teaching, listening and challenging 
us to think and pray about ways to go deeper with our 
Messy congregations and our Messy teams.  Lucy 
brought an infusion of enthusiasm and wisdom which 
ministered to us profoundly and encouraged us to be 
hands on in our messy journeys. 
 

In 6 different venues, from Christchurch through to 
Auckland, Lucy gave us new inspiration and renewed 
energy for this incredible fresh expression of church.   
 

Rob Key, the children and families pastor at Hope  
Presbyterian said, “I came to this conference feeling 
that Messy Church just wasn’t for us.  My mind has 
been changed.  We’re praying and gathering a team 
and our plan is to have our first Messy Church for  
Easter next year!”   Rob isn’t alone as we’ve had a 
number of new Messy Churches start, and some of 
those that were feeling a bit tired become                 
reinvigorated.   
 

Thanks, Lucy!  Your passion, love, sense of humour are 
a gift to us! We can’t wait to see what God has in store 
for all of our Messy Churches here in New Zealand! 

 

Messy ConferencesMessy Conferences  

Christchurch Delegates August 2014 

Lucy Moore in New Zealand 
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Ezekiel Devotion 
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I am thrilled to be taking up the role of co-ordinating 
Messy Church in NZ once again.  Messy Church   
bouncing back into my life has been unexpected.  I see 
the fingerprints of God in what has been developing 
over the last year as Julie and I have worked together 
again.  I have a deep sense of call to this pioneering 
ministry and it is a privilege to build on the efforts that 
Julie and Claire have made in recent years. 
 

Following Lucy Moore’s visit to NZ last month in her 
report to BRF she says: 
‘Debbie’s dream: training, enabling and empowering; a 
call to reproduce herself.  Her heart and soul is pro-MC 
in NZ and I honestly think she would live and die for it if 
given half a chance.’  
 

I am thankful for the generosity of StraNdZ in holding 
and supporting Messy Church as it has evolved.  For 
the time being oversight of Messy Church will remain 
with StraNdZ. 
 

Lucy Moore’s visit has been timely.  Julie and I often 
discussed building further on the 2010 National Messy 
Church Conference.  Currently there is much to       
celebrate and Lucy’s visit did much to strengthen and 
support us all.  In developing Messy Church NZ my  
intention is to ensure the values of Messy Church are 
thoroughly understood and that we stay on track in 
building Christ‑centred communities with discipleship 
and mission at the core. 
 

Messy Church requires ongoing theological               
engagement to keep these values central.  It is         
essential we don’t become pre-occupied with merely 
copying the ‘externals’ of activities and programme.  
To quote George Lings from the Church Army UK: 
‘Messy Church then becomes the worst of church, 
done in attractional, client-provider mode in which 
counter-cultural impact and spiritual transformation 
are lost’. 
 

To ensure that Messy Church stays on track and that 
we don’t put a ceiling on what can be achieved my 
initial strategy is: 

1. Identify a core leadership team to assist with  
planning, ongoing strategy and training, support 
and consultation of Regional Co-ordinators (RCs). 

2. Identify RCs. 
3. In consultation with BRF in the UK the                 

responsibilities of RCs includes: 
 support and pray for Messy Churches in a      

certain region. 
 communicate Messy information to the MC  

contacts. 
 share stories and give regular updates to the 

national co-ordinator. 
 arrange Messy ‘Meet Ups’ for encouragement 

of the MCs in their region, according to the   
geographical constraints. 

 encourage MCs to register on the Messy Church 
directory:   
http://www.messychurch.org.uk/add-your-
messy-church  

 inform the MCs of the support BRF is already 
offering. 

4. I aim to establish a Core Team and RCs towards 
the end of 2014, with a view to holding a forum 
Feb / March 2015. 

5. I have been asked to create a job description, 
budget for the National MC role, aimed at 2-3 days 
per week. 

6. Lucy is checking with BRF about trademarking MC 
in NZ; releasing the domain name for a NZ website. 
We are exploring the possibility of the ‘Get Messy’ 
magazine being printed in NZ.  

7. Develop social media: website, Facebook, Twitter 
etc. 

8. Explore sources of funding. 
9. Promote the 2016 International MC Conference in 

the UK. 
10. Work alongside Julie & Claire for a handover of all 

NZ Messy Church documents. 
 

There is a lot happening and much to celebrate in 

terms of what God is doing amongst us.  As things take 

shape I will keep you up to date.  I look forward to 

working with you all.  Every blessing 

 Debbie 

 

 

 

Hello...Hello...  

Claire, Debbie, Julie & Lucy  

Christchurch August 2014 
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Right Person, Right PlaceRight Person, Right Place  

We’re always delighted to hear from our Messy folks around New Zealand who encourage us with stories of what they 
have been doing with their Messy Church.  With our grateful thanks, this months article was written by: 
 Ingrid Blackbeard, children’s co-ordinator at Holy Trinity, Richmond. 
 

“The theme for MC on Feb 23rd was – Right person, right place. The story was about Esther and the activities were:  
 Pampering- Esther prepared herself for the king. We invited a lady who could massage hands and paint nails. 
 Making a crown ( which Esther would have worn) 
 Making noise makers to be used in the story every time Haman’s name was used 
 Decorating cupcakes. This represented the party Esther prepared for the king. 
 
Helpers met for prayer at 3.30pm then prepared the hall. We had 10 families, 8 helpers plus the catering committee of 
about 5 people.  
 
At 4.30pm the children  gathered together with their parents sitting on the floor. The welcoming song was sung,  
children, parents and adults welcomed and notices given. Then we heard the story of Esther which was told by Susan, 
our vicar. Several children participated in the story. 
 
A rap was presented  by 3 people which had been written by one of our helpers. 
 
Then we had our shared tea after which the children played a few indoor games. As it was a beautiful evening, they 
then went outside and played tag while parents/ helpers were cleaning up the hall.  At 6pm the families went home. 
 
The MC helpers meet a few weeks before MC to discuss the theme and activities. We use the 2 MC books by Lucy 
Moore.  MC is held once every 2 months and I would like to have our themes sorted for the year at the beginning of 
the year.  There is a lot of prep, hence the bimonthly event. 

God gently moving in New Zealand ... 
 Two girls praying together at school and starting a ‘Jesus Club’, a lovely sign of them wanting to express their 

faith with others. 
 Family who have recently come out of a situation where they were hurt and their trust of churches was de-

stroyed.  They love coming to Messy Church. 
 Supporting a young woman and her children  who have come out of an abusive situation, love coming and feel 

very much at home @ Messy Church and have also started coming to the Sunday congregation. 
 Solo mums finding a place to chat and belong. 
 Being able to give the Jesus Story Bible to all the families @ Christmas time. 

Good News StoriesGood News Stories  

Delicious spread 

@ Conference 
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