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Hi Messy Church Friends, 

I hope this finds you well and look-

ing forward to all things Messy dur-

ing the Christmas season. 

Messy Matters is very much your 

magazine. As our network grows 

and develops please email me your 

ideas, photographs, stories and 

feedback:  dlsinz211@gmail.com  

In this issue you’ll find updates on 

developments in Messy Church NZ, 

a script for an Impromptu Nativity, 

craft, prayer and worship ideas, 

together with details of the Messy 

Church International Conference 

due to be held in May 2016 in the 

UK. 

My thoughts and prayers in the 

busy-ness of the season are that 

you will find time to pause and re-

flect. May you discover ways to 

reclaim the true meaning of Christ-

mas, especially for those who have 

never heard the story of Jesus. 

Then enjoy a well-earned holiday 

with family and friends. 

Andrew & I are in the process of 

moving to the Wellington Diocese.  

I’ll be back in touch in the New 

Year with contact details. 

My email address will remain the 

same. 

Staying in touch 
In the last couple of months I have 

been busy updating the database, 
(now with 200+ contacts listed); 

speaking at a Fresh Expressions 

Conference, leading a workshop 

for Anglican Maori Youth Leaders 

and supporting Messy Churches 

across the country. There is plenty 

going on and much to celebrate. 

There are new Messy Churches 

being launched, which is so en-

couraging and exciting. 

Mary Addison from St Paul's Co-

operating Anglican & Methodist 

Church Putaruru writes: 

Dear Debbie, 

Three of us attended the Messy 

Church conference in Te Puke and 

came away very encouraged.   

We held our first successful Messy 

Church in Oct. About 45 people 

attended and everyone had a great 

time. It was wonderful to see the 

complete engagement of all in-

volved. We used God's armour as 

Messy Breastplates 
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our theme and it worked extremely 

well. The Lord is really blessing our 

small church. 

Registering your Messy Church 

For those of you who haven’t regis-

tered your Messy Church I encour-

age you to do so. This helps those 

who want to see a Messy Church in 

action to get started;  or, families 

moving into your area. It doesn’t 

cost anything. E-mail me AND also 

send your details to:  

 www.messychurch.org.uk 

If you are registered and your 

Messy Church details on the 

StraNdZ website   

  www.strandz.org.nz  

need updating please e-mail me 

with any corrections needed.  

I am liaising with the UK to have 

our own website before too long. 

Watch this space. 

Developments 
Lucy Moore’s visit to NZ in August 

gave us all a real ‘shot in the arm’ 

and cheered us on. Following years 

of emails and Skype calls to Lucy it 

was wonderful to finally meet her 

and enjoy the privilege of touring 

with her for 3 weeks.  

The conference theme of ‘Going 

Deeper’ provided a forum for ex-

ploring how Messy Church devel-

ops in order to reach its potential 

as a pioneering Fresh Expression of 

Church.  

Jesus told a parable reminding us 

of the need for building on strong 

foundations. In stregthening Messy 

Church foundations discipleship 

and growing new leaders need to 

be our focus. These are the key 

areas for Going Deeper. More on 

this next year.  

In the meantime, Lucy and I would 

like to bounce some questions off 

for you to muse upon: 

 How would you and your team 

feel if Messy Church were your 

only or main church commit-

ment? 

 As a team, what might you do 

differently during the rest of the 

month? 

 How do we develop discipleship 

in Messy congregations, especial-

ly those that have been meeting 

for some time? 

 How might your minister react if 

you asked them for their blessing 

to break away from the Sunday 

morning service commitments in 

order to invest in your Messy 

community? 

 How might the leader of your de-

nomination respond if they heard 

Messy teams were leaving Sun-

day church in order to have time 

to do mission in the Messiness? Is 

this a recipe for church decline, or 

the way forward? 

Impromptu Nativity  

See the attached script. 

Christmas resources 

Craft & Worship Ideas 
I have combined the Impromptu 

Nativity with a Christingle. The chil-

dren made their own Christingle as 

the main craft activity. Following 

http://www.messychurch.org.uk
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 the Nativity, I explained the mean-

ing of Christingle, we lit them, sang 

‘This Little Light of Mine’ and 

prayed, many of the children 

prayed spontaneously. 

One family said it had been the 
best Christmas event they had ever 
been to!  

 Prayer Tree 

Create a Prayer Tree instead of, or 

as well as, a Christmas tree. This 

can be used for pipe cleaner pray-

ers (form a letter, shape of some-

one you want to pray for); great 

with glittery pipe cleaners, hearts, 

angels (write or draw a prayer for 

someone you care about this 

Christmas). You can use anything, 

only to the limit of your imagina-

tion. 

A Prayer Tree can be made easily 

using all sorts of material. I once 

incorporated a Prayer Tree into the 

usual Christmas tree in church.  

A message from Lucy 
Hello! 

We’re delighted that booking is 

now live for the 2016 Messy 

Church International Conference 

at: http://www.brfonline.org.uk/

messy-church-international-

conference/ 

May 16-18 2016 High Leigh Confer-

ence Centre, Hertfordshire, UK 

This will be a great event with 

Messy Church friends and col-

leagues and other interested par-

ties from around the world. Please 

share with those in the Messy 

Church, missional communities 

and church planting networks in 

your country. 

Details are at the link above. Early-

Bird discount for bookings made 

before May 15 2015. 

Please contact Debbie if you are 

planning to attend. 

It may be possible to offer a small 

number of bursaries to those who 

would not otherwise be able to 

attend. Thank you for your interest, 

Lucy Moore 

Messy Church team leader (UK) 

A Prayer Tree is good for encourag-

ing prayer for both adults and chil-

dren throughout the year and part 

of your Messy community.  

Other Christmas resources  

 www.topmarks.co.uk  
- on the meaning of Christingle and 
how to make them   

 www.sermons4kids.com  
- search: ‘Christmas’  

    www.ministry-to-children.com  
- games, colouring pages  

 www.dramatix.org  
- drama ideas  

 www.coloring-page.net  
- pages to take home, colour  

 www.kidsfriendly.org.nz  

 www.pinterest.com  
search: ‘worship advent & Christmas’    

 www.rethinkingyouthministry.com  
- great ideas for inter-generational 
worship  

  www.prayerspacesinschools.com  
- wonderful ideas for Christmas    

     www.freshexpressions.org.uk  
- worship ideas  

  www.barnabasinchurches.org.uk  
- all age, stories, godly play prayer 

 www.biblesociety.org.nz      
free Christmas resources, but order 
early! (NB 30% discount for Messy 
Church resources on request to: 
orders@biblesociety.org.nz) 

I’m here to support,  
so keep in touch! 

With every blessing, Debbie. 

[ Photos from St Paul’s, Putaruru, 
used with permission ] 
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