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We started our Messy Church in  
August 2011.  By December of that 
year we had one semi-regularly 
attending community family.  Just 
one! Some of the team were a bit 
discouraged and there was talk 
about whether we should  
continue.   
 
There are times when it’s easy to 
look at our new or fairly new Messy 
Church, attended by only our team 
and church members and wonder 
what the point  
actually is.  We know that we want 
to reach out into our communities.  
We know that Messy Church is  
designed foremost for those who 
are not already church members. 
So how do we respond when the 
number of community families is 
far outweighed by the members of 
the traditional church or parish and 
the Messy Team? 
 
It can be tempting to come to the 
conclusion that it’s not working in 

your place, that the purpose of  
outreach isn’t being fulfilled and 
that maybe it would be better to 
try something else.  But I’d like to 
encourage you not to give up. 
 
Because in those 4 months, we  
experienced: 
 A united Messy Team praying, 

planning and having fun  
together. 

 Families within the church  
worshipping and fellowshipping 
as a family. 

 Church non-leaders taking on 
leadership roles. 

 Church catching the vision and 
coming together to support, 
pray for and give time to Messy 
Church. 

 People of all ages serving each 
other with love and joy, there is 
something incredibly special 
when young children are leading 
and serving adults as equal 
members of the Body of Christ. 

 

When a wonderful new parishioner 
joined our Messy team, she had a 
vision for extending our publicity to 
the local newspapers and school 
newsletters.  For us, this has made 
a big difference and we’ve been 
blessed with meeting and  
ministering alongside a number of 
new families from our community. 
 
If you haven’t yet seen many  
community families coming to your 
Messy Church, it might help to  
increase your advertising, but it 
would also be good to sit with your 
team and consider all that God is 
doing in your place and in your 
team.  Be a Messy Church where 
anyone would feel welcome,  
keeping reaching out to your  
community, be encouraged by all 
that God’s doing and don’t give up! 
Love and smiles 

Julie  
 

New Year Message from Julie 

MESSages to God 
An awesome idea from the Messy 
Church folks in the UK that you might 
like to try…. 
 
Simple prayer requests that are 
written down during food time and 
posted by all ages into a box.  One of 
the Messy Team then types them up 
and emails them out to the list of 
contacts from the team and Messy  
congregation.  The prayers that come 
through really echo Paul's advice in 1 
Timothy 2:1-2 (NIV): “I urge, then, 
first of all, that petitions, prayers,  
Intercession and thanksgiving be 
made for everyone - for kings and all 
those in authority, that we may live 
peaceful and quiet lives in all  
godliness and holiness.”  
Want to see more click here. 

Seeking Inspiration? 

Messy Church 3, is the latest book by Lucy 
Moore, packed with inspirational ideas.   
 
Click here link to read more about it, including 
an extract from the introduction. 
 
If you would like to purchase any of the Messy 
Church Resources please do contact us and we 
can give you a NZ$ Price. 

Upcoming Events 
Click any of these links to find out more 
March 2013 
2nd   Way2Go Wellington  
8th & 9th  Unlimited Conference Christchurch  
16th   Way2Go Auckland  
23rd   Way2Go Invercargill 

mailto:messychurch@strandz.org.nz
http://www.messychurch.org.uk/7119/
http://www.brfonline.org.uk/9780857461209/
http://www.scriptureunion.org.nz/event/way2go_wellington_2013
http://www.unlimited.org.nz/
http://www.scriptureunion.org.nz/event/way2go_auckland_2013
http://www.scriptureunion.org.nz/event/way2go_invercargill_2013
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Reading through the messy resources last year as I 
prepared for our session on the telling of Jesus ‘loaves 
& Fishes’ miracle I suddenly saw a unique opportunity 
to involve the skills of another member of our parish. 
The resources had suggested using a variety of paper 
strips to weave a pattern as a craft idea.  Immediately 
a light came on for me and I thought, ‘No we live in 
NZ, we can do better than that’.  There is a women 
who attends our services regularly who is a Maori 
weaver.  This could be a fantastic opportunity to 
weave together our cultures, to share the ‘miracle  
story’ and in the process allow a uniquely New Zealand 
take on the story.  I spoke to her one Sunday and  
explained to her my thoughts and invited her to share 
her cultural gift with us.  We are a bi-cultural country 
and I wanted to honour her place here with us.  That 
afternoon she had emailed her reply of instructions as 
to how we could work it.  And so it began.  
 
We created a setting that reflected and respected the 
Maori culture with kete’s, woven  flax flowers and a 
whaariki (mat)on the floor.  We chose songs and  
prayers we could sing in Maori and greeted our guest 
in Maori ,“Tena koe ……, Haeremai welcome.” 

Rather than having lots of craft ideas, we decided we 
would focus on this as the craft for this session, in  
respect of her gift to us.  It was the right choice as we 
had people of all ages, men and women weaving along 
with children.  Kiwi’s, Africans, Brits, and Europeans, a 
real blending of cultures, nations and generations of 
hands, weaving together and sharing in God’s miracle 
story. 
 
 Unbeknownst to me there was a surprise, a ‘miracle’ 
in the weaving as we were shown how to flip what had 
been woven into shape to create the Kete.  This tied 
perfectly into the miracle in the story of loaves and 
fishes.  
 
The feedback from our weaver was one of delight and 
gratitude for the way in which we welcomed and  
honoured her culture and had given her the  
opportunity to be part of the Messy Church Journey 
here in Kapiti. 
Blessings and Arohanui 
Rev Carrole Lewis,  
Deacon for Community Engagement, Kapiti 

‘Miracle in a Basket’ (Kete) 

Working together in small groups on 'hope' 

The theme for our Messy Christmas was hope,  
specifically the message of hope that Jesus 
brings at Christmas.  We took scraps of  
wrapping paper and ribbon, each group took a 
pile of this “mess” and covered a letter from 
the words ‘hope’, ‘peace’ and ‘joy’.  This was a 
great visual of how God can bring hope, peace 
and joy to our lives that are often in a ‘mess’.   

Julie 
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Mercury Bay Co-operating Parish 
St Andrew’s By the Sea Community Church, Whitianga 

  
This congregation is always looking for new ways to connect with the community around us.  There was a specific 
clause in the contract for the minister, when they called her nine years ago, “to lead us in community mission”.  
We are involved in a number of ventures that connect us with families – so we invited families of all ages, some 
we have met through Mainly Music, Day Camp, Toughlove, the Church Op Shop or some other community  
activity, and some were just connections with friends and neighbours, to come to somewhere they would feel 
comfortable and appreciated on a Sunday afternoon : Whitianga Messy Church  
 
When our faithful church cleaner first saw the posters advertising Messy Church she 
looked a little wary.  The programme is indeed messy, noisy and creative, but for 
parents and their children, and some grandparents, in fact the whole family  
together, it is proving to be a fun-filled spiritual learning experience.   
The Messy Church sessions, on the first Sunday of every month, happen at tea time 
(4:30 – 6 pm) and always involve food, as well as a host of activities that families can 
do together.  It IS a new and welcoming church experience for whole families to  
enjoy. 
 
And our cleaner does not need to worry: the Wednesday night “Exploring Christian 
Faith” group has made it part of their mission to support the Messy Church leaders 
by becoming the caring and hard-working team to help set up chairs and tables, do 
the food preparation, cooking and serving and the cleaning-up!  
 
In August 2012, for our Messy Olympics, the children put the toppings on their own “discus dinner” and the  
kitchen team cheerfully cooked 37 pizzas while everyone else was in the worship time in the church. 

 
Parents with normal, noisy, messy and active children are naturally reluctant to 
bring their children into the quiet, reverent atmosphere of Sunday morning  
worship.  Messy Church allows the parents and children to relax, and absorb the 
caring, nurturing and spiritual benefits of belonging to a church family and  
knowing God’s all-inclusive love. 
 
Only two of the families who have come had attended any other church.  This is 
now where they feel they belong. 

         MESSY CHURCH IS A CONGREGATION IN ITS OWN RIGHT. 
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